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Course Information

Course Name: 
American Literature (On-Level & Honors) See extensions in the Unit Planner for Honors

Unit Title: 
Unit 2 Belief and Revolution through Argument and Rhetoric


Unit Duration:
9 Weeks 


Instructional Information
Standards
See LEARNING EXPERIENCES for specific Grade 11 Expectations for each standard in the Unit.  
Context (C
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.1: Purposes & Audiences 
Analyze the impact of purpose and audience on a wide variety of texts.
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.2: Authors & Speakers
Evaluate how authors’ and/or speakers’ perspectives influence texts and how circumstances shape their creation.
Structure & Style (SS)
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.1: Organization 
Analyze, evaluate, and use organizational structures and styles to shape thoughts across genres.
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.2: Craft
Analyze, evaluate, and craft language to produce intended effects in a wide variety of texts
Techniques (T)  
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.1: Narrative Techniques
Evaluate and apply narrative techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.2: Expository Techniques
Evaluate and apply expository techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12.T.T.3: Argumentative Techniques 
Evaluate and apply argumentative techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.4: Poetic Techniques
Evaluate and apply poetic techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
Periods and Movements
STANDARD 9-12.T.PM.1 Periods and Movements
Demonstrate knowledge of dominant themes, genres, and verbal styles of literature from a particular time period.  
Research and Analysis 
STANDARD 9-12. T.RA.1: Research & Inquiry
Conduct research, generating questions to guide investigations of complex topics of interest, and using credible sources to support analyses.
Grammar Conventions (GC) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD K-12.L.GC.1: Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics
Draw from knowledge of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics when analyzing, evaluating, and constructing texts.
STANDARD 9-12.L.GC.2: Syntax 
Apply understanding of syntax to comprehend, analyze, evaluate, craft, and reshape sentences to achieve desired effects.
Vocabulary (V) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary 
Use expanding vocabulary knowledge to interpret texts and to craft effective communications across a wide variety of real-life, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional contexts.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.2: Word Analysis
Use word knowledge and word analysis skills to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases and to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.3: Meaning & Purpose 
Analyze and craft nuanced words and phrases in a variety of texts and for a variety of purposes
PRACTICE: SITUATING TEXT
STANDARD K-12.P.ST.1: Context
Develop and apply knowledge of key components of context such as background information, geographic location, cultural influences, time period, and contemporary events when interpreting and constructing texts.
PRACTICE: AUTHOR’S CRAFT
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.1: Reading like a Writer 
Interpret texts through the author’s lens by identifying, analyzing, and evaluating craft techniques that are connected to the responses, thoughts, decisions, and questions triggered by the text.
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.3: Text Design- 
Consider the impact of text design on audience and purpose when consuming and producing texts across modes and genres.
Essential Questions
· How do authors use argument and rhetoric to influence beliefs and inspire change?
· How do historical, social, and cultural contexts shape authorial purpose, voice, and tone?
· How can rhetorical analysis deepen our understanding of (American) revolutions and social movements?
· How do we see argument and rhetoric constructed and working in Revolutionary texts, and how do we practice constructing it ourselves?
Assessment Tasks
Formative Assessments
Informational Research: Anatomy of a Revolution, Mini-Research Launch
Students are introduced to the concept of the “anatomy of a revolution” — the recurring social, political, and rhetorical components often present in revolutionary movements (e.g., causes/conditions, leadership, ideas/ideology, communication/rhetoric, turning points, outcomes). In small groups or individually, students choose one historical revolution or reform movement (from a curated, safe list or teacher-approved extension) and complete mini-research to identify how the movement exhibits these components. Students then create a short one-pager, infographic, or presentation connecting their findings to the framework of “what makes a revolution.”
Rhetorical Transaction Checkpoint
Students map the Rhetorical Transaction (author, audience, message, purpose) for a Revolutionary text from the American Revolutionary Period. They annotate rhetorical appeals and devices, then discuss in small groups how these elements influence persuasion.
Rhetoric in Context Academic Discourse 
Students select a Revolutionary text and investigate its historical and cultural context. They produce a short-written analysis connecting context, rhetoric, audience impact, and then engage in academic discourse (fishbowl or Socratic Seminar) to refine their thinking. Students would then create a short analysis of their findings.
Logical Fallacies Practice
Students analyze text excerpts to identify logical fallacies and explain how they weaken arguments.
Mini-Argument Task
Students compose a short argumentative response. 
· On-Level: Argue which Revolutionary text was most persuasive.
· Honors: Argue what makes rhetoric revolutionary
Comparative & Multimodal Rhetorical Analysis
Students analyze rhetorical strategies across Revolutionary texts of different genres (pamphlet, speech, poem) and/or different modes (visual, auditory, print). They compare similarities and differences in tone, diction, structure, and appeals, then argue which was more effective.
Summative Assessments
Selected Response and Constructed Response Test
Students will response to multiple selected response questions that survey the unit's focus on research, argument, rhetoric, structure of a revolution and contextual vocabulary. Additionally, students will craft a written response that demonstrates their mastery of rhetoric in argumentative writing by composing a written response based on a scenario.  

Synthesis Project: Rhetoric as Revolution
Students research a U.S. revolution/reform movement and create a multimodal product (speech, podcast, video, or digital essay) showing how rhetoric spurred change using the following prompt: “How does this text show the power of rhetoric to inspire or sustain revolution?”

SAT Vocabulary Test (Honors)
Students will engage with all the SAT vocabulary words presented this semester on a selected response assessment. 
Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Objective or Content
	Learning Experience Resources
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation
	Vocabulary

	LE 1 Anatomy of a Revolution
Students are introduced to the early American Revolutionary Literary Period. They will explore common components of revolutions and reform movements (e.g., causes and conditions, leadership, ideology, communication, rhetoric, turning points, outcomes). In small groups or individually, they conduct mini-research on historical revolutions (from a curated, teacher-approved list) to see how they “fit the bill.” 
	11.T.C.1.c Analyze how context (historical, cultural, social, political) shapes an author’s choices in purpose, perspective, and rhetorical approach.
11.T.RA.1.a Generate questions to guide research, make connections between complex topics, explore creative solutions, narrow focus, and/or refine text creation.
11.T.RA.1.b Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources to support a central thesis, citing appropriately. 
11.T.RA.2.a Navigate and use a variety of credible print and digital sources, including academic databases, to locate relevant information about a central argument, topic, or question.

	Curated revolution/reform list (U.S. anchor movements, teacher-approved global examples with parent consent).
	· Mini-research scaffolds
· Research question stems
· Curated sources
· Collaborative graphic organizers
· Flexible groupings
· Media Center Database research support 

	Analyze
Evaluate
Influence
Perspective
Context
Synthesize
Revolution
Reform
Ideology
Grievance
Resistance
Independence
Liberty
Rights
Protest
Patriot
Loyalist
Representation
Governance
Sovereignty
Dissent
Alliance
Mobilization
Conscience

	LE 2 Foundations of Argument and Rhetoric
Students will examine historically significant texts that were written or delivered during times of social or political change. Through close reading and annotation, students identify claims, trace reasoning, and analyze how rhetorical devices such as repetition and parallelism shape audience response.
	11.T.T.3.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering the argumentative techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning or central idea.
11.T.SS.2.a Analyze and evaluate how the use of figurative, connotative, and/or rhetorical language contributes to the development of meaning, tone, or mood in line with the intended purpose.
11.T.SS.1.a Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of a text’s organizational structure to meet the needs and expectations of the target audience or serve a specific purpose.
11.T.PM.1.a Explain how a group of writers in a particular time and place came together to constitute a social/cultural/political movement.
11.L.V.3.b Analyze relationships between words to determine connotative and denotative meanings for words and/or phrases across a variety of contexts. 11.L.V.3.c Analyze the nuances in connotative meaning of words that share a similar denotation.
	· Mini-lesson resources on argument and rhetoric
· Revolutionary pamphlets
· Speeches
· Foundational documents
See content resources for the unit below. 
	· Scaffolded graphic organizers for identifying claims, evidence, and appeals
· Modified or chunked text selections
· Peer or teacher-supported annotation groups
· Sentence stems for academic discussion and writing

	Argument
Claim
Evidence
Counterclaim
Reasoning
Audience
Purpose
Context
Rhetoric
Rhetorical Transaction
Logical Fallacies
Ethos
Pathos
Logos
Counterargument
Propaganda



	LE 3 Historical Context and Authorial Purpose
Students examine revolutionary and modern texts written during moments of significant cultural change throughout American history. Through analysis of setting, word choice, and stylistic choices, students evaluate how authorial perspective and tone reflect and respond to the circumstances of the time. 
	11.T.C.1.a Use knowledge of texts’ distinct disciplinary, personal, or technical purposes to aid comprehension
11.T.C.1.b Assess the impact of voice and tone on a text’s reception by the audience.
11.T.C.2.c Evaluate the extent to which historical, disciplinary, and/or personal perspectives affect authors' stylistic and thematic choices in text.
11.T.SS.2.a Analyze and evaluate how the use of figurative, connotative, and/or rhetorical language contributes to the development of meaning, tone, or mood in line with the intended purpose.

	· Continuation of study and ready of texts during the Revolutionary Period of American Literature. 
· Student-selected excerpts of rhetorical texts from across time in U.S History that were pivotal to that time period and the evolution of America. 

	· Timelines or context-building visuals to support background knowledge
· Highlighted or color-coded excerpts for tone, voice, and setting clues
· Sentence stems for discussing purpose and historical influence
· Small-group analysis tasks to build understanding collaboratively
· Scaffolded charts for connecting argument elements to historical context

	Vocabulary from specific revolutionary texts

	LE 4 Argument Construction and Analysis
Students move from analyzing historical arguments to constructing and critiquing them with purpose. Teachers introduce logical fallacies and model counterclaim structures. 
Students re-examine Revolutionary and modern texts to evaluate reasoning, identify fallacies, and analyze counterarguments. They then compose a short argumentative response (mini-argument task), applying claims, evidence, counterclaims, and appeals. Teachers also introduce organizational strategies (outlines, claim–counterclaim frameworks) as a scaffold for the Synthesis project.
	11.T.T.3.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering the argumentative techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning or central idea.
11.T.T.3.b Explain and analyze the impact of logical fallacies in a variety of texts.
11.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques strategically to enhance writing and engage audiences. 11.T.T.3.d Integrate multiple rhetorical devices or appeals strategically.
11.T.SS.1.d Apply knowledge of text structure and organization to create influential texts with an introduction that guides the focus and promotes a viewpoint; strategically positioned facts, reasons, explanations, details, descriptions, and/or events to shape audience reception; and a compelling conclusion.
11.T.SS.2.b Use literary devices, figurative language, rhetorical language, and/or rhetorical appeals to create a variety of effects, as appropriate to intended purpose and target audience.


	· Mini-Lesson on fallacies in argument
· Sample texts for examples and non-examples in avoiding fallacies in argument
	· Argument planning frameworks or graphic organizers
· Modeled sentence structures for claims, transitions, and evidence analysis
· Peer and teacher conferences for feedback during writing development
· Exemplars with annotations showing line of reasoning and rhetorical moves

	Counterclaim
Rebuttal
Credibility
Bias
Refutation
Fallacies
Ad Hominem
Bandwagon
False Dilemma
Hasty Generalization
Circular Reasoning
Red Herring
False Cause (Post Hoc)
Slippery Slope

	LE 5 Research on Rhetoric and Revolution: Capstone Project 
Students conduct research into how Revolutionary rhetoric influences change. Using the curated U.S. revolutions and reform list (with optional parent-consent extensions), they select a text or movement and investigate how rhetorical strategies shaped public beliefs and spurred action. 
Create a multimodal product that applies rhetorical techniques to communicate a clear argument to an intended audience.
	11.T.RA.1.b Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources to support a central thesis, citing appropriately. 
11.T.C.2.c Evaluate the extent to which historical, disciplinary, and/or personal perspectives affect authors' stylistic and thematic choices in text. 
11.T.C.1.c Construct and self-evaluate multimodal texts and/or presentations that serve more than one purpose and target a specific audience using multiple, clearly identifiable features of incorporated modes. 
11.T.T.3.d Integrate multiple rhetorical devices or appeals strategically.
11.T.PM.1.a Explain how a group of writers in a particular time and place came together to constitute a social/cultural/political movement. 
	· Research Databases
· MLA Guidelines 
· Text Design supports
· Multimodal Presentation Rubric
· Model and exemplar 

	Honors Extension:
Students incorporate at least two additional credible sources and include a comparative section that addresses the question:
How do different movements use rhetoric to inspire action, and what factors determine whether that rhetoric leads to lasting change?
	N/A


Content Resources
Thomas Paine: Common Sense (Honors)
Phyllis Wheatley: On Being Brought from Africa to America
"Non-Stop" from Hamilton  
“Give Me Liberty, or Give Me Death”, Patrick Henry (Speech)  
The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
The United States Constitution A graphic adaptation by Jonathan Hennessey
Preamble Bill of Rights
Benjamin Franklin: Join, or Die. a 1754 political cartoon
Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln (HONORS)
Paul Revere:  wood engraving titled "The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King-Street Boston on March 5th 1770" 
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